
JRCERT POSITION STATEMENT ON GONADAL SHIELDING IN THE 
CLINICAL SETTING

The Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology (JRCERT) Standards for an Accredited 
Educational Program in Radiography are designed to promote academic excellence, patient safety, and quality 
healthcare. 

Standard Five - Objective 5.3 of the Standards requires programs to assure students employ proper safety 
practices. Programs achieve this by instructing students in the utilization of imaging equipment, accessories, optimal 
exposure factors, and proper patient positioning to minimize radiation exposure to patients, selves, and others. These 
practices assure radiation exposures are kept as low as reasonably achievable (ALARA). 

Gonadal shielding has been a longstanding practice during radiography examinations in instances where the clinical 
objectives of the examination are not compromised1.  Recent research2 in the effectiveness of gonadal shielding during 
abdominal and pelvic radiography has found, in most instances, that:  

• gonadal shielding does not contribute significantly to reducing patient risk from radiation exposure;
• gonadal shielding positioned improperly may have the unintentional consequence of increasing patient

exposure;
• gonadal shielding positioned improperly may result in the loss of valuable diagnostic examination results.

Based on the recent research pertaining to the use of gonadal shielding during abdominal and pelvic radiography and 
the longstanding practice in radiography to only shield in instances in which diagnostic quality will not be compromised, 
the JRCERT has concluded that routine use of gonadal shielding for abdominopelvic radiography exams should not be 
standard practice for clinical radiography students when the use of such could interfere with the diagnostic quality of 
the exam and may result in the risk of a repeat exposure.  

Educational programs should review and consider amending, if necessary, policies to assure that the use of gonadal 
shielding should only be utilized when it will not interfere with the purpose of the examination and when it aligns with 
clinical facility policy.  

Consistent with Standard Five, programs must have policies/processes in place to assure students are educated on 
the importance of the proper use of shielding and optimal use of radiation to promote the health and safety of 
students, patients, and the public. 

____________________________ 
1[NCRP] National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements. 2021. NCRP Recommendations for Ending Routine Gonadal Shielding 
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The JRCERT promotes excellence in education through the application of professional standards that endorse 
academic integrity and quality, as well as exemplary healthcare, through the accreditation of educational programs in 

radiography, radiation therapy, magnetic resonance, and medical dosimetry.
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