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Distance Education Standards

Distance education in higher learning has 
become increasingly common. In 2013, more 
than 6 million students were enrolled in at 
least one distance education course.1 The 

increase in distance education is evident in all types of 
educational programs including those in the radiologic 
sciences. Most, if not all, radiologic sciences programs 
have integrated distance education into the curriculum 
and now use a variety of teaching strategies to provide 
instruction to students in face-to-face, online, and 
hybrid courses.

The Joint Review Committee on Education in 
Radiologic Technology (JRCERT) supports programs 
in developing and using alternative learning approach-
es.2 To clarify its position, JRCERT defined distance 
education as:

an educational process characterized by the 
separation, in time or place, between instructor 
and students. Distance education/delivery courses 
are taught primarily (more than 50%) through 
the use of TV, audio, or computer transmissions 
(broadcast, closed-circuit, cable, microwave, satellite 
transmissions); audio or computer conferencing; 
video cassettes or disks; correspondence; and/or 
a combination of face-to-face instruction with a 
distance learning component (hybrid).2

Distance education can be categorized in multiple 
ways. One category is mode of delivery, which can be 

synchronous or asynchronous.3 Through synchronous 
delivery, students attend class meetings in real time, 
even if they are in different locations. With asynchro-
nous delivery, students can access materials at their 
own convenience. Course quality must be maintained 
when integrating a distance education component 
into any program. Standards for distance education 
are similar to those in a traditional educational set-
ting.3 JRCERT uses the same standards to evaluate a 
program’s curriculum, regardless of whether its courses 
are delivered traditionally or if distance education is 
integrated into the curriculum. 

The JRCERT standards for accredited educational 
programs are used to ensure the quality of educational 
programs in radiography, radiation therapy, magnetic 
resonance imaging, and medical dosimetry. JRCERT 
identifies programs offering 4 or more radiologic sci-
ence didactic courses in the professional curriculum via 
distance education as “distance education” programs. 
Programs intending to offer 4 or more professional 
courses that meet the definition of distance education 
must submit notification of a substantive change to 
the JRCERT. The JRCERT Board of Directors must 
approve the change prior to its implementation.

Distance Education Standards
Distance education programs are expected to com-

ply with all standards just as traditional programs are. 
Five of the 6 JRCERT standards can be applied to the 
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distance education components of the program’s cur-
riculum. Standard 4 is excluded from the following list 
because it is not relevant to distance education.

Standard One
Standard One addresses the integrity of a program.4-7 

Most importantly, student privacy must be protected. 
Programs also must have processes to verify that the stu-
dents who register are the ones who complete assignments 
and receive credit for the course. For example, secure 
logins for students taking online courses can be used to 
help protect and authenticate student identity. In addition, 
programs should publish materials informing students of 
the use of distance education in the curriculum and the 
associated costs. Those publications also must state any 
special requirements related to distance education.2

Standard Two
Standard Two focuses on the resources available to 

the program.4-7 Programs must ensure adequate admin-
istrative support in terms of numbers of faculty, finan-
cial resources, and the availability of technical support 
for the distance education component of the program. 
Adequate student learning resources and student ser-
vices must be available to support distance education. 
Resources and services should be consistent with those 
provided for students who enroll in traditional courses.2

Standard Three
Standard Three evaluates the curriculum and aca-

demic practices of the program.4-7 Instruction and 
learning experiences should be effective and enhance 
learning whenever distance education is used. Programs 
must demonstrate that outcomes are equivalent to those 
obtained with traditional teaching methods.2 Students 
should receive appropriate advisement regardless of 
whether the program includes distance education. Faculty 
who teach distance education courses should receive eval-
uations that reflect their use of distance education meth-
ods and technology. Faculty evaluations should encom-
pass criteria related to proficiency in distance education.

Standard Five
Standard Five concentrates on the assessment prac-

tices of the program.4-7 All programs, including distance 

education programs, are required to evaluate student 
learning outcomes. Programs can conduct the required 
assessment in a variety of ways. For example, distance 
education programs might choose to compare distance 
education students to students in traditional classrooms 
in their assessment plan. Alternatively, the program can 
decide to integrate the assessment of distance educa-
tion students with students in traditional classrooms. 
In either case, the goal is to confirm that the program 
is evaluating student learning outcomes irrespective of 
the method used to deliver curriculum.

Standard Six
Standard Six relates to institutional and program-

matic data.4-7 Objective 6.3 requires program faculty to 
be qualified for their assignments. Faculty must have 
adequate training and professional development related 
to the technology employed and to the teaching meth-
odology. For example, using teaching methods that are 
successful in a face-to-face environment might not be 
effective in a distance education environment.

Conclusion
The goal of every program is to provide a quality 

education that prepares students to become members of 
their chosen professions. The mode of curriculum deliv-
ery in any program does not change that goal. When 
implementing distance education—or any new instruc-
tional technology or teaching method—educators are 
required to maintain the quality of the program. 
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